

















Sacred Heart Statue 


This statue, ornate in appearance, has a receptacle at the base for 
a Vigil Light Glass, which makes it convenient and attractive for home 
devotions. One statue (13 inches in height), one Ruby Glass, and one 
dozen Vigil Lights will be sent, postage paid, on receipt of $3.50. 


Ca Please Order From: 


WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO., Inc. 
162 N. Franklin Street, Chicago, Il. 





Ecclesiastical Fabrics Inspiring picture of the 
a See | Immaculate Heart 
GOLD BROCADES of Mary 
Bandings — Emblems 


LINENS Beautifully lithographed in 


Ecclesiastical Trimmings 


(Prompt Deliveries) ; i 
for framing. Size, 15 x 20 in. 


Thomas A. Bi 

h A. Blake PRICES: — Unframed, $3.00; 
“House of Ecclesiastical Materials” Framed, $5.00; Holy Card size, 
$3.50 per 100, or 5¢ each. 


8 colors with an oil painting 
effect finish. Requires no glass 


Order from: 


National Center of the Enthronement 
4930 South Dakota Ave., N.E. 


Washington 17, D.C. 
366 Fifth Avenue, New York 1, N. Y. 

















INFANT OF PRAGUE GIFT PACKAGE — A beautiful eversharp 
pencil, with image of the Holy Infant; a devotional booklet; a chaplet, 
with directions for praying; a blessed medal, picture, and leaflets; all 
enclosed in a gift box, with card bearing sender’s greetings. A pleasing 
gift for birthdays or any occasion. Have one on hand for that gift! 
Only $1.50, prepaid. 


Order From: 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





Tabernacle and Purgatory 

Printed and published monthly by the Benedictine Sisters of Per- 
petual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, under the supervision of a Bene- 
dictine Father. ‘ 

Subscription Price: $1.00 per year. Foreign countries: $1.25. 

Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office 
at Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. Ac- 
ceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section 
1103, Act of October 3, 1917, authorized July 17, 1918. 
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Gabernacle and Purgatory 





A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the consolation 
of the Poor Souls. Price, $1.00; Canada and Foreign Countries, $1.25. 
Published with ecclesiastical approbation and with the Blessing of Pope Pius XII. 
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Help Wanted! 


The help of our kind readers is solicited in obtaining new sub- 


” 


scriptions for “Tabernacle and Purgatory.” The more readers we 
have, the greater will be the good influence of our magazine. And the 
more YOU help to extend that influence, the greater will be the reward 
you merit. Besides getting others to subscribe, may we suggest that you 
give GIFT subscriptions —- for Birthdays, Weddings, Graduations, Or- 
dinations, etc. The rate is only $1.00 a year, or $1.25 for Canada and 


foreign countries. 





September 29th, the feast of St. Michael the Archangel, marks the 
29th Anniversary of the Perpetual Exposition of the Most Blessed Sacra= 
ment in our Sanctuary of Perpetual Adoration at Clyde, Missouri. The Pere 
petual Adoration has been kept up night and day since March 28, 1878, that 


is, Over a period of seventy=one years faithful adorers have knelt in the pres= 


ence of the King of Love to offer adoration, thanksgiving, atonement and peti-= 
tion in the name of all men, of all times, and of all countries. On ordinary 


days there are two adorers; on Sundays and feasts, four, as depicted above. 











The Angels, the Ministers of @Qod’s 
Providence to J\ankind 


-o-})-0-Ri}-0-T-e- 


| OD governs, directs, and conducts everything immediate- 
ly by His Providence. Nothing escapes Him; as He 
preserves everything, He watches over everything, and 
has His eyes on everything. Nevertheless, He has been 
pleased to entrust the execution of the acts of His 
Providence to ministers of His own appointment. These 
ministers are the Angels. He has entrusted to them the administration ~ 
of the world and has made them the executors of His behests. All 
give glory to Him; some by their perpetual assistance- around His 
throne, others by their assistance in the government of His works. 

He made the world and entrusted it to His Angels; He made man 
and entrusted him also to them. They are always at his side, they are 
always with him, they watch over him, they guard him, and it is on 
this account they are called “Angel-Guardians.” 

All men each have an Angel-Guardian, those who are just as well 
as those who are not so; the just, that they may preserve their justice; 
sinners, that they may become just; those who will be saved as well 
as those who will be damned; for such is the will of the Heavenly 
Father, who does everything for the good and the salvation of man. 
This Angel watches over him who is entrusted to him from the first 
moment of his birth, and remains with him until his death. 

Every man has an Angel-Guardian, and this Angel is of a dignity 
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proportioned to the dignity of him whose guardianship is entrusted to 
him. Ordinary Christians have an Angel of inferior degree; but among 
ordinary Christians there are different positions, different necessities, 
and every one has an Angel in accordance with the state in which he 
is placed. Religious have an Angel-Guardian of a degree superior to 
those of ordinary Christians; priests, an Angel of a degree superior to 
those of religious; missionaries, an Angel of a degree superior to 
those of simple priests; bishops, an Angel of a degree superior to those 
of priests; the Pope has for guardian one of the most powerful spirits 
of the celestial court. It is the same with magistrates, with princes, 
and governors of the earth; they have each an Angel of a power and 
a might equal to the requirements of him over whom they watch. Also, 
each city, each realm, each family, each parish, each community, has 
its Angel-Guardian. It is. thus that God has been pleased to dispose all 
things and direct all things by His Angels. 


Functions of the Angel-Guardian 


The Angel-Guardian wards off evils from the body and from the 
soul. Both one and the other are exposed at every moment to a thousand 
dangers which might be the occasion of 
ruin. A mere nothing is able to inflict 
a lasting injury on the body; an accident 
may rob one forever of the life of the 
soul. No one is sufficiently enlightened 
to provide against and avoid every dan- 
ger; and even were a person so enlight- 
ened, it would be beyond his unaided 
power to do so. What he does not see, 
his Angel sees for him; what he is not 
able to do, his Angel-Guardian is able 
to do for him. He protects the body and 
soul by removing everything that might be prejudicial to them, and 
he does so without the person perceiving it. If sometimes we re- 
flected and asked ourselves how we escaped such and such an accident, 
we would be laying our finger on the action of our Angel. We would 
see that it is through him that we avoided a dangerous occasion, through 
him preserved our patience, or resisted a temptation. 

The Angel-Guardian fights against our enemies — the devil, the 
world, our passions, ourself. He prevents the devil from tempting us 
beyond our strength, exciting bad thoughts, and presenting occasions 
of sinning. If he does not prevent the assault, he augments our power 
of resistance, chases away bad thoughts by good and virtuous ones, and 
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helps us tread underfoot the snares that are laid to lead us into evil. 
He fights against the world, which is the kingdom, the empire of the 
devil. He turns our hearts away from it, makes us despise it, and 
directs our desires to heaven, the kingdom 
of God. He fights against our bad pas- 
sions, the effects of original sin; he de- 
prives them of their strength, he deadens 
them, and, if he permits them sometimes 
to rise again, it is only to secure for us 
one victory the more. He fights against sinful habits. All the faculties 
of man sometimes combine against him to drag him into evil. The 
Angel-Guardian dissolves the alliance of these faculties. They ally 
themselves afresh indeed, but it is to work good, not to do evil. 

The Angel-Guardian moves to good by enlightening the under- 
standing, by showing it the will of God and what He desires of each 
one, by making it comprehend the advantage of good and the danger 
of evil. He makes it easy for us to do good by removing obstacles, or 
diminishing them, by giving strength, courage and love of what is good. 

The Angel-Guardian carries our prayers to God, and renders Him 
propitious. He presents our prayers as an incense of sweet odor, as 
the sacrifice of our heart, as a mark of our 
love, as the desire to do what is good, of 
following God’s law, attaching ourselves to 
Him and abiding in Him. To move God to 
receive our prayers, he offers all our good 
actions; he inscribes them in the Book of Life 
and thus God hearkens to us.: 

The Angel-Guardian prays for his protege. We pray because we 
know our needs and our helplessness, and because God has made it 
a duty for us to pray. We pray because we know the goodness of 
God and desire His aid. Our Angel knows far better than we our- 
selves our needs and helplessness, the goodness’ of God and His desire 
to aid us. He knows better than we how to pray. He prays and 
continues praying until our prayer is heard and answered. 


Duties to Our Guardian Angel 


We owe our Angel-Guardian respect, obedience and love. We 
owe him respect because he is one of the princes of heaven, a repre- 
sentative of God, His minister to us. We owe our Angel-Guardian 
obedience, because God has appointed him our protector and guardian. 
He is also our superior. We owe him the docility of a child to its 
father, and in obeying him, we obey God. We love our Angel-Guardian 
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as our protector and benefactor. His benefits to us call for our 
gratitude and love. Let us then honor the invisible presence of our 
Angel, invoking him faithfully morning and night, and whenever 
troubles, crosses or dangers beset our path. Let us pray to him with 
confidence, and be assured of his assistance, for he can obtain won- 
derful and numerous graces for us, and wants us to call on him to 
help us. (Extracted from “Revelations of Ven. Marie Lataste.” ) 


Join in Our 
Solemn Novena 4 gx Ae f 
to the i = 
Holy Angels 


Sept. 23d toJOct. Ist . 


ROM the earliest times the Catholic Church has reminded her chil- 

dren that they are attended through life by an angelic companion 
sent by God to act as monitor and guide. Humanity finds this belief 
in God’s celestial protection a salutary relief from the weight of de- 
pressing materialism. Especially does the Church bid her children 
turn their thoughts to the companions of their daily lives on the feast 
of the Holy Angels, October 2d. 

It is most appropriate to make a novena to the holy Angels before 
their feast. Each one undoubtedly has many needs, both spiritual 
and temporal. Do not fail to ASK the intercession of the Angels. Re- 
member they came to Our Lord after His temptation and ministered 
to Him. An Angel consoled Him in His agony. Angels announced 
His resurrection, An Angel delivered St. Peter from prison. Saint 
Frances of Rome constantly beheld her Angel at her side and witnessed 
his many services in her behalf. Ask then, with childlike confidence, 
and in their goodness and love, the Angels will obtain your requests 
if they are in no way detrimental to your own good and God’s glory. 
Nine Glorias in honor of the nine choirs of Angels are suggested as a 
fitting novena prayer. 

Written petitions sent to us will be placed on the exposition altar 
during the novena, and will be remembered in each of our four Eu- 
charistic Sanctuaries: — 


CLYDE, Missouri MUNDELEIN, Illinois 
TUCSON, Arizona and KANSAS CITY, Missouri 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Catholic Education, the Great Power 
for Social Reformation 


NCALCULABLE harm is 

wrought in the world by 

wrong methods of education. 
It is certainly no exaggeration 
to say that education devoid of 
religious and moral principles 
is a primary cause of the odious 
philosophies and social evils 
that at present afflict our har- 
assed world. All too visibly do 
the effects of the lack of reli- 
gious training manifest them- 
selves in the shallow ideals and 
undisciplined manner of living, 
the lack of a sense of responsi- 
bility, of respect due to the 
rights of others, of an appreciation of the pleasure to be found in 
hard work, and a deplorable lack of honesty, which results in every 
kind of disregard for law from the more petty offenses to the most 
abominable crimes. 

The secularized schoolroom has many defenders and advocates 
even among Catholics. There are many, who, though earnest in faith, 
and sincere in their efforts to transmit it unimpaired to their children, 
have not been brought to understand the deadly effects of the unre- 
ligious classroom. Others, who still retain memories of the staunch 
faith of devoted fathers and mothers, are, however, weak in their own 
adhesion to the faith and unmindful of the perils to which they ex- 
pose the faith of their children, or are unwilling to make the additional 
sacrifices which would be required to send their children to a parochial 
school, 

A child when it enters the world is a very plastic being, capable 
of being molded and formed in many ways. True, in every human 
nature there is a bias towards evil, the deplorable consequence of 
original sin. But this bias is not so much imbedded in the individual 
as it is a general characteristic of all mankind. It becomes specific 
only through the acquisition of habits, and habits which are the result 
of education or lack of it. Definite tendencies towards evil are not 
inherited, but formed in an individual in the course of his period of 
education. Even an inborn evil inclination which may be present in 











136 Tabernacle and Purgatory 


a child, can be changed and transformed into a contrary habit. The 
tendencies to good in a child are as equally vague as those to evil. Mis- 
directed education can spoil these good traits and develop them into 
undesirable habits. Hence, since neither virtue nor vice are inherited, 
but are the fruits of education, it is a matter of great consequence how 
a child is educated. The enemies of religion are well aware of this 
truth, and spare no pains to see that the influence which they wish to 
bear on the child surround it at a very tender age. 


Education is a great power since it can bring the natural evil in 
man to full fruition, or it can change it into good; it can strengthen 
and reinforce man’s native good qualities, or allow them to be stifled 
and choked by encouraging the growth of bad habits. A purely secu- 
larized education is powerless to effect the uprooting of evil tendencies 
and the fostering of good, because it lacks the religious motive, which is 
alone capable of effecting a true and lasting reformation in character. 


Catholic Ideals of Education 


The Catholic system, the Catholic principle, the Catholic tradition 
is that religion must be taught at least equally with the other subjects 
of the curriculum; that the moral sense must be trained at least with 
the physical and intellectual faculties; and that the broadest education 
is that which prepares a man for the next world as well as for this. 
In a word, the Catholic system takes into account the soul as well as 
the body, eternity as well as time, the unseen and invisible world of 
God and of the supernatural as well as the material and tangible. A 
Christian philosophy of life, the underlying foundation of which is 
self-discipline, directed towards a supernatural goal and pattern, is 
the aim and objective of Catholic training both in the home and in 
the school. These factors have been almost completely obliterated in 
the present-day American secular schools. 


Pope Pius XI in his Encyclical, “The Christian Education of 
Youth,” said of Catholic schools and citizenship: “They do not in- 
tend to separate their children either from the body of the nation or 
its spirit, but to educate them in a perfect manner, most conducive to 
the prosperity of the nation. Indeed, a good Catholic, precisely be- 
cause of his Catholic principles, makes the better citizen, attached to 
his country, and loyally submissive to constituted civil authority in 
every legitimate form of government.” This same Pontiff also said: 
“Never has there been so much discussion about education as nowadays; 
never have exponents of new pedagogical theories been so numerous, 
nor so many methods and means devised, proposed and debated, not 
merely to facilitate education but to create a new system infallibly 
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efficacious and capable of preparing the present generation for that 
earthly happiness which they earnestly desire.” Unfortunately the re- 
sult of these false systems is the chaos in which the world now finds 
itself. 

At this season of the year many parents are concerned with 
choosing a schoo] for their children. It behooves them, nay it is their 
sacred obligation, to select a Catholic school. 





the Offices, of St. WMickacl 


. MONG the many beautiful feasts of September that of 
St. Michael the Archangel, celebrated on September 
29, is one of special significance. St. Michael, the 
s captain of the armies of God, is the type of Divine 
fortitude and the champion of every faithful soul in 
strife with the powers of evil. He led the heavenly 
hosts in the conflict which resulted in the overthrow of 
Lali and he is regarded as a special protector in times of trouble 
and warfare, both of the Church itself and of the individual faithful. 
St. Lawrence Justinian urges all to be devout to St. Michael because 
“he guards them through life, and directs them on their way, and con- 
ducts them to their eternal home.” 

We know that it was the Archangel Michael who drove the re- 
bellious Satan out of heaven and beat him down into hell. There is 
abundant evidence of the activity of the devil in the world about us 
today. He is always at work in leading people into sin, painting sin 
more alluring than it proves in the committing, and then filling the 
fallen sinner with despair. He is ever trying to spoil the work of 
Christ for souls, to make His graces ineffective. Just as he won over 
a third of the angelic choirs to revolt against God and to follow him 
in his sin of pride and insubordination, so now he tries to induce the 
souls of men to take him for their leader. This is in effect what a soul 
does when it commits sin. After succeeding in dragging a soul into 
sin the devil seeks to make it one of his tools to bring other souls 
into the mire into which it has fallen. How often alas, does he not 
chuckle in fiendish glee at the victories he gains, especially in the 
matter of holy purity.* 

St. Michael showed courage and determination in his battle with 
Satan; he opposed his pride and haughty pretensions and overthrew 
him in the contest and gained the victory. We on earth have also a 
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battle to fight if we do not wish to be overcome by the wiles of the 
devil. St. Michael is with us and will help us. By his humility and 
ardent love of God, he defeated the proud Lucifer. These same arms 
must be our weapons if we hope to be victorious. We ought to regard 
St. Michael as our leader and call upon him to help us courageously to 
resist the assaults of temptation. Let us ask him especially for the 
virtues of humility and love of God, and his unwavering fidelity to God. 

According to the teaching of the saints, St. Michael assists his 
faithful clients to do the will of God. He is the “Angel of Obedience,” 
and has the office of guiding souls in the way of -submission to the 
Divine Will. A prayer to St. Michael will help to remove obstacles 
which interfere with the accomplishment of God’s will. He enlightens 
souls who seek to know their vocation in life. He is the “Angel of 
Resignation,” who assists afflicted souls to bear their trials patiently. 
He is the Standard-Bearer of the Cross, and that Cross is dyed with 
Divine Blood. St. Michael will mingle that Precious Blood with the 
tears of those who suffer, and give them strength to endure their pains. 

At the hour of death, St. Michael is a special guardian. The hour 
of death is the hour of man’s greatest weakness, the hour when the 
infernal spirits hasten in legions to torment the soul and fill it with 
despair of salvation. But St. Michael comes too with his legions of 
angels, if during life his assistance has been invoked, and if he is present 
at the deathbed, there can be little doubt which army will be victorious. 

St. Michael is often represented with a pair of scales because it 
is his office to present the souls of the departed before the tribunal 
of God for judgment. The soul who leaves this world in the grace of 
God will have the happiness of beholding St. Michael place the merits 
of the Precious Blood in the scale opposite to that of her sins, and thus 
the Price of her redemption will be her salvation.. After the judgment 
St. Michael will lead the soul to the place assigned to her by the 
Divine Judge. If it is heaven, St. Michael will conduct her to the 
heavenly gates. If it is hell, he will deliver the soul to Satan. If it 
is purgatory, St. Michael will guide her there, and if the soul has been 
devout to him during life, he will intercede in her behalf for a milder 
sentence, and lead her into glory at the earliest possible moment. 

A final office which it is believed St. Michael will fulfil is to blow 
the trumpet which will summon all men to the general judgment at the 
end of the world. Mindful of all these offices assigned to this great 
prince of heaven, let us ever show him a singular love and venera- 
tion, that we may merit his powerful help here on earth and obtain 
his protection at the hour of death, so that we may not perish in the 
tremendous judgment. 
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How Lovely Are Thy Tabernacles, 0 Lord 
of Hosts!  esaim ss) 


en ne ne el 


HESE words of the Psalmist rise spontaneously to one’s 
lips when entering the newly-completed Sanctuary of 
the Holy Spirit in Kansas City or kneeling in adoration 
in its peaceful, prayerful atmosphere. Though simple 
in its architecture and adornments, there is an inde- 
finable attractiveness in its harmonious lines and blend- 
ing of colors. The delicate yellow tints of the walls, relieved by white 
carvings and facings, lend a golden glow to the light which streams 
abundantly through its many windows, as yet paned only with plain 
glass. The seven pillars and arches encircling the sanctuary (symboliz- 
ing the seven sacraments and the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit), as 
well as the four great arches at the intersection of the transept and the 
nave, and the smaller ones along the side aisles, give the edifice a 
character of strength while they uplift the heart and inspire devotion. 





But it is in the sanctuary of the chapel, property so called, that the 
beauty of this house of God is centered. The stately free-standing altar 
with its colorful symbolic mosaics in the antependium and reredos, 
and the podium on which the monstrance rests; the cheerful amber 
color of the marble predella and the two steps leading up to it; the 
colorful rubber tile floor; the artistic tester which forms a canopy over 
the altar; the massive 7-branch candlestick at each side; and above 
all, the dossals or drapes in the arches, all combine to lend an atmos- 
phere of joy and brightness, and prepare the soul to enter into the 
spirit of praise and joy which characterizes the Church’s liturgy. The 
dossals are arranged to conform to the liturgical color of the vest- 
ments for the day or feast — white, green, red, or purple. By an in- 
genious device, they can be changed by the mere pressing of an electric 
button. 

But the focal point of attraction, naturally, is the large Sacred 
Host enclosed in the beautiful 414-foot stationary monstrance which 
stands high upon the exposition throne, and one feels instinctively that 
this is the Fountain of love, peace, and joy that permeates the sacred 
edifice. And already the sanctuary is proving to be a place of “refresh- 
ment, light, and peace” for many souls. That they may come in ever 
greater numbers to “draw waters from the Savior’s fountains” is our 
fervent prayer and hope. 

As most of our dear readers will remember, the Perpetual Adora- 
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tion Sanctuary of the Holy Spirit was still unfinished at the time of its 
dedication on May 17th, so that it was necessary to remove the Blessed 
Sacrament to a small adjoining chapel pending the completion of the 
adoration chapel. This has been finally accomplished, and on July 23d 
His Excellency, the Most Reverend Bishop Marling, consecrated the 
high altar according to the long and beautiful rite prescribed by Holy 
Mother Church. After the ceremony, which lasted nearly two hours, 
His Excellency offered the first low Mass on the newly-consecrated 
altar. 

In the rare collection of relics enclosed in the sepulchre of the 
altar we are so happy as to possess particles of bone of Ss. Peter and 
Paul and all of the Apostles except St. John, St. Jude and St. Thomas. 
This is but one of many other signs which seem to indicate that this 
Sanctuary has a true apostolic mission of drawing souls to God. 

The permanent enthronement of the Most Blessed Sacrament in 
the new sanctuary took place on July 25th, the feast of St. James the 
Apostle. Solemn High Mass was celebrated at 7 o’clock by the Rev- 
erend Paschal R. Botz, 0.S.B., of St. John’s Abbey, Collegeville, Minne- 
sota, with Rev. Giles Zaramella, O.S.B., representing the Benedictine 
Abbey at Conception, Missouri, and temporary Chaplain of the con- 
vent, as Deacon, and Reverend Charles Aziere, 0.S.B., of St. Benedict’s 
Abbey, Atchison, Kansas, as Subdeacon. The red dossals, harmoniz- 
ing with the red vestments of the sacred ministers, required by the 
rubrics for the feast, fittingly symbolized also the fire of the Holy 
Spirit, to whose honor the Sanctuary is dedicated. 

By the loving Providence of God, this day fell within the week 
of the Seventh Sunday after Pentecost, when the Church honors and 
invokes the blessing and protection of this same Divine Providence. 
The secret prayer of the Mass for this Sunday also applied most fitting- 
ly to the occasion, in that it implores God to receive the oblation of 
His devoted servants and to sanctify it by His blessing, so that what 
each has offered in honor of His Divine Majesty may avail for the sal- 
vation of all. Conscious of the many contributions made by our kind 
readers to help raise this altar and sanctuary to our Eucharistic King, . 
we could not but feel that a special blessing was reserved to them on 
this happy day when Our Lord took possession of His permanent 
throne, whereon He will be exposed day and night for adoration. 

Preceding the Mass, the celebrant and his assistants entered the 
enclosure of the convent where the Sisters had formed ranks prepara- 
tory to entering the chapel. The celebrant chanted the stational prayer 
invoking the blessing of Divine Providence, and this was followed by 
two verses of Psalm 83 sung by the Sisters’ choir: “How lovely are Thy 
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tabernacles, O Lord of Hosts, Thy altars, my King and my God...” 
Carrying lighted candles, the Sisters then entered processionally into 
the side aisle of the chapel, followed by the ministers of the Mass. 
The Introit was sung, followed by two more verses of the above 
Psa!m; and as the procession moved reverently down the side aisle 
and up the center aisle of the chapel, the Introit was repeated, followed 
each time by two verses of the same Psalm. 


The Mass proceeded with all the beauty and dignity of the Church’s 
ritual. Both the Proper and the Common parts were rendered in Gre- 
gorian Chant by the Benedictine Sisters. After the Gospel, the celebrant 
delivered an inspiring sermon, expressing the joy of the occasion. 


At the end of the Mass came the thrilling moment for the solemn 
enthronement of the Blessed Sacrament on the permanent throne of 
exposition. Rising from their places to go to the small chapel at the 
side, where the Blessed Sacrament had been temporarily enthroned 
since May 15th, the Sisters felt as if they were answering the Gospel’s 
invitation: “Behold, the Bridegroom cometh, go ye forth to meet 
Him.” Bearing lighted candles, they waited in the side aisle of the 
adoration chapel, just outside the small chapel, while the celebrant 
incensed the Blessed Sacrament. Then as he bore the monstrance into 
the large chapel, they walked processionally before him, singing a 
Latin hymn in honor of Christ the King. On reaching the high altar, 
the Sacred Host was enclosed in the small monstrance which is hence- 
forth to be used in giving’ Benediction and which fits into the large 
monstrance on the exposition throne. After the Benediction hymns 
had been sung and the blessing given, the Sacred Host was solemnly 
placed on the exposition throne, while the bells in the tower rang out 
in joy and triumph. The celebrant then intoned the “Te Deum” in 
praise and thanksgiving to the Triune God, and the verses were sung 
alternately by the clergy and the Sisters. 


Many labors and sacrifices had been required to prepare this 
throne for the triumphant reign of our Sacramental King, but all 
melted into nothingness in that supreme moment of joy when in Divine 
condescension and love He permitted Himself to be there enthroned. 
We feel certain that our kind friends, too, who have aided in this work 
of love by their prayers and sacrificial gifts, would have felt fully 
compensated for any and all privations they may have imposed upon 
themselves. And their joy, like ours, would have been full at the 
thought that, in the midst of this world so forgetful of God and so un- 
grateful and unmindful of His benefits, another throne had been of- 
fered to Him where He might exercise His loving mercy and receive 
the homage of many devoted souls. 
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Even in the small temporary chapel, where the summer’s heat and 
the crowded conditions called for much mortification and self-denial, 
large groups of lay persons came regularly for their nocturnal Holy 
Hours, and it is gratifying to note that new groups are being organized 
continually. The Eucharistic Guard of Knights of Columbus faith- 
fully kept their appointed nights of adoration. It is gratifying, too, 
to see many persons come during the day and evening hours for visits 
to the Blessed Sacrament, and we feel confident of the fulfilment of our 
hope that this Sanctuary will become a true center of Eucharistic de- 
votion. May it be another oasis in the desert of life, whence the 
waters of eternal life will flow abundantly to the ends of the earth and 
where souls will find refreshment, light, and peace in their daily trials 
and temptations. But above all, may it be for our Divine Lord a 
dwelling of delights where He will be loved, honored, praised, thanked 
and adored by many, many devoted souls for generations to come. 


Shadows. . . 


But the shadow of a substantial debt still looms over this House 
of God, and we hope that our kind readers wil] not take it ill, if, in 
thanking for their generous and sacrificial help, we also make a fur- 
ther plea for such aid as they can continue to give till the debt is paid. 
The coins of sacrifice which, so to say, you invest in this corner of 
God’s vineyard, will bear interest a hundredfold in the good that is ac- 
complished through the years to come. And though you may never 
be able to visit this chapel in person, you will find, to your joy, when 
you are called to the judgment seat of God, that you too have received 
abundantly of the graces there poured out, and that you have merited 
a sublime reward for the good work of helping to erect this Sanctuary 
of Perpetual Adoration. 





“God has favored me with His loving kindness many times, and to 
show my appeciation and gratitude I make this small offering toward 
‘clearing away your building debt. With this small assistance I hope 
that you may continue your splendid work of spreading His love and 
bringing many more loving hearts to our Eucharistic Lord.” 

Miss I. L., Pittsburgh, Pa. 


“TI am not of the privileged well-to-do — just a worker trying to 
carry on. But how I would like to help with the building of your new 
sanctuary only God knows. I am enclosing herewith five dollars, and 
shall try to send more later, please God.” A.J.C., Brooklyn, N.Y. 

Kindly address offerings to: 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 











Proclamation of the Roly Year 
by Pope Pius XTI 


wihetrethe 
MPLORING that the “prayers and penances of the faith- 


ful may obtain for the human race that. true concord 
& of hearts and that genuine peace which only God can 

give,” His Holiness Pope Pius XII ordered on Ascen- 
sion Thursday the promulgation of a Papal Bull officially 
announcing the Holy Year of 1950. In a short discourse, 
consigning the Bull to Archbishop Alfonso Carinci, 
Secretary of the Sacred Congregation of Rites, for its 
reading at St. Peter’s, the holy Father also voiced the hope that the 
blessing given by Christ, before His Ascension,’to the Apostles and 
through them to all Christians “may flow in a special way on the Holy 
Year of 1950, to make of it with the help of Mary, Queen of faith, of 
superabundant grace to the world, a year of increased pardon and 
of love, so that all men uniting among themselves and with God, may 
be led by it to resume with greater ardor the path toward a future of 
holiness and peace.” 

In accordance with the ancient tradition of reading the Bull on 
the Ascension Thursday preceding the Holy Year, the document’ was 
read in St. Peter’s and the Basilicas of St. Paul, St. John Lateran, and 
St. Mary Major. 

As promised in our previous issue, we give here the complete text 
of the Vatican’s official English translation of the Papal Bull by His 
Holiness Pope Pius XII, proclaiming the Holy Year of 1950 and set- 
ting forth the conditions for its observance. 
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Pius, Bishop, 


Servant of the Servants of God 


To All the Faithful Viewing 
This Letter 


Health and Apostolic Benediction 





during the coming year, has as its special purpose to summon 

all the faithful not only to expiate their faults and amend 
their lives but also to lead them to acquire virtue and holiness according 
to the words of Holy Scripture: “Sanctify yourselves and be ye holy, 
because I am the Lord your God” (Lev. xx. 7; cf. 1 Pet. i. 16). From 
this the nature and the importance of the advantages which derive 
from this very ancient institution can be easily seen. For, if men 
will only listen to this call of the Church and turn from the fleeting 
things of this world to those that are eternal, then, assuredly, a most 
desirable spiritual renewal will take place, and not only private but 
public morality will be in harmony with the teaching and spirit of the 
Gospel. When righteousness guides the convictions of individuals and 
directs their conduct, it must necessarily follow that new life and vigor 
will be infused into the whole of human society and that a better and 
happier state of things will ensue. Today, as never before, there is 
a most urgent need that all things be refashioned in the truth and power 
of the Gospel. Human efforts, even when they are laudable and not 
inspired by motives that are fallacious, are unequal to this great under- 
taking; it is august religion, alone, aided by Divine grace, that can 
prove equal to the greatness of the task, and, with the active co- 
operation of all, bring it to a happy conclusion. 


Hence it is Our earnest desire that the Bishops all over the world, 
together with their clergy, should instruct with great diligence the 
flock entrusted to their care on the subject of the coming Jubilee: let 
the faithful be urged to participate in the Jubilee in the best possible 
way, whether they come to Rome or remain in their own country; let 
them offer more fervent prayers to God, multiply their works of pen- 
ance and charity and put into practice all that We have already recom- 
mended as fitting for the Holy Year. 

Foreseeing abundant and salutary results, which We implore from 
Our Divine Redeemer, and following closely the tradition of the Roman 
Pontiffs who have gone before Us, and after taking counsel of Our 
Venerable Brothers, their Eminences the Cardinals, by the authority 
of Almighty God and of the Blessed Apostles Peter and Paul and by 


“6 HE great Jubilee, which will be celebrated in this beloved City 
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Our own authority, We proclaim and desire to have promulgated by 
this letter a great and universal Jubilee to be held in this beloved 
City from Christmas 1949 to Christmas 1950, according to the provi- 
sions of Canon 923. 

During this year of expiation, to all the faithful who duly confess 
their sins in the Sacrament of Penance, who receive Holy Communion 
and visit once on that day, or on different days and in the order of 
their choice, the Basilicas of St. John Lateran, St. Peter’s in the Vatican, 
St. Paul’s on the Ostian Way, and St. Mary Major’s on the Esquiline, 
and recite in each Basilica thrice the “Our Father,” ‘Hail Mary” and 
the “Glory be to the Father,’ for Our intentions and in addition the 
Creed, We grant and bestow mercifully in the Lord a full indulgence 
and pardon of all the punishment due to sin. 

In favor of those who, when in Rome or on the way to Rome, 
through illness or death or some other just cause, are prevented from 
finishing or even beginning these visits, We reduce the aforesaid con- 
ditions so that, provided they go to confession and Holy Communion, 
they may gain the Jubilee indulgence, just as those who visit the four 
above mentioned Basilicas. We also declare that the faithful can gain 
the Jubilee indulgence either for themselves or for the faithful de- 
parted as often as they fulfil the prescribed conditions. 

Beloved children, you are certainly not aware of the general in- 
tentions of the Roman Pontiffs. We desire, nevertheless, to lay before 
you with greater clearness and precision Our particular intentions re- 
garding the coming Holy Year. 

Let petition be made to God in the first place that all by prayer 
and penance may expiate their sins and strive to reform their lives 
and acquire Christian virtue so that this great Jubilee may happily 
prepare a general and universal return to Christ. Besides, the follow- 
ing petitions should be humbly made to God: that the loyalty due to 
the Divine Redeemer and to the Church which He founded, may be 
maintained by all with an unshaken spirit and a vigorous determination 
to combat the intrigues, deceits and attacks of the enemy; that all 
those who are still outside the Catholic Church, those who have wan- 
dered from the right path, and even those who deny or hate God, may 
be illumined by Divine light and, under the influence of grace, be 
brought to obey the precepts of the Gospel; that everywhere, but es- 
pecially in the Holy Places of Palestine, the tranquility of order founded 
on a just settlement, may be restored as soon as possible; that the vari- 
ous social classes, with hatred banished and differences settled, may 
be united together in justice and fraternal agreement; and that finally 
the great number of those in want may be given work to earn an honest 
living and. may receive necessary and opportune aid from those who 
are in better circumstances. 

May peace, the object of Our ardent yearning, return at long last 
to the hearts of all; to families, to individual countries and to the com- 
munity of nations; may “those who suffer persecution for justice’ 
sake” (Matt. v. 10), be blessed with that dauntless fortitude which 
adorned the Church with the blood of martyrs from the very begin- 
ning; may refugees, prisoners, homeless exiles be enabled as soon as 
possible to find their way back to the fatherlamd@ they cherish; and 
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may the consolations of Divine grace lighten the pain and anguish of 
those who are suffering. Let Christian modesty be the shining badge 
of our strong-hearted youth, as they grow and develop in Christian 
virtue; let their elders show them the way by their example; to all, 
finally, may it be given to enjoy that heavenly grace which is the 
harbinger of the reward of eternal happiness in heaven. 

And now, beloved children, there remains but to invite you, with 
paternal affection, to come to Rome in throngs during the Jubilee Year 
of expiation; We invite you to Rome, which is a kind of second father- 
land to the faithful of Christ in every nation. Here they may venerate 
the place where the Prince of the Apostles was buried after his mar- 
tyrdom. Here they may see the sacred catacombs of the martyrs, the 
historic churches, the monuments of their faith and age-old piety. 
Here they may visit their common Father, who awaits their coming 
with open arms and tenderly affectionate heart. 

We appreciate indeed the fact that the journey will not be con- 
venient nor easy for all, especially for those of moderate means and 
who live in distant lands. But after all, if such strenuous efforts can 
be made to overcome difficulties of every sort when there is question 
of the interests of this earthly life, why shall the hope not be cherished 
that an immense multitude from every corner of the world, sparing 
no exertion and daunted by no inconvenience, may flock to this beloved 
City in quest of the riches of Heaven? 


Yet this pilgrimage, beloved children, must not be undertaken 
after the fashion of pleasure-seeking tourists, but in that spirit of earn- 
est piety which moved the faithful of Christ of every class and country 
in past ages to overcome numerous obstacles and hardships of a jour- 
ney sometimes made on foot to Rome in order to wash away their sins 
by the tears of penance and implore pardon and peace from God. Re- 
vive this ancestral faith, this active fervor of Divine charity; kindle 
it to a new flame, spread it to others; and the result must be, with 
the inspiration and grace of God, that the coming Great Jubilee will 
yield most salutary fruits both for the pilgrims personally and for the 
whole Christian society. : 


Now that this Letter of Ours may be brought more readily to the 
notice of all, We desire that the same authority be accorded to copies 
of it, including printed versions — provided that they are counter- 
signed by a notary public and bear the seal of an ecclesiastical dignitary 
— as would be accorded to this very Letter were it presented or dis- 
played. 

Let no one therefore be permitted to tamper with this notice of 
Our proclamation, promulgation, grant and desire, nor rashly dare to 
oppose it. And should anyone attempt to do so, let him know that he 
will incur the indignation of Almighty God and of His Blessed Apostles 
Peter and Paul. 

Given at Rome, at St. Peter’s, on the twenty-sixth day of the 
month of May, in the year one thousand nine hundred and forty-nine, 
the eleventh of our Pontificate. 


PIUS PP. XII. 
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Mary’s Protection at the Hour of Death 
By Cardinal Lepicier 


Continued 


” © DOUBT all grace of sanctification comes original- 
ly to us from Jesus Christ. As by His victory over 
the world, the flesh and the devil, our Savior has 
prepared the way for our triumph in this life over 
the enemies of our salvation; so, by His agony and 
His painful death, He has sanctified our supreme 
anguish by securing for us for that moment the help of His grace to 
calm the agitation which the attacks of the devil or a too servile fear 
of the judgment of God might produce in us, to the detriment of our 
final perseverance. 

Moreover, this is an accepted principle of theology. Ria 
which Jesus Christ has merited for us de condigno, that is, by His Divine 
dignity, Mary has merited for us de congruo, that is, by her complete 
conformity to God’s will; all that Jesus Christ has suffered for us, 
Mary has equally suffered: her maternal tenderness extends every- 
where whither the paternal love of Jesus reaches. Hence, we can say 
that Mary, like Jesus, accepted death in discharge of our obligations 
and to make up for what we are unable to do for ourselves at this 
agonizing moment. She consecrated in her heart that profound pain 
which the soul naturally feels at the thought of the inevitable separa- 
tion; she sanctified it in a spirit of submission and of patience, of 
sacrifice, and of homage to the sovereignty of the Most High. 

Then, by virtue of that infused knowledge which enabled her to 
see in the future the fate of her children, the agony of each of them 
was distinctly present to her mind with all its circumstances of sad- 
ness and of depression; she knew the kind of infirmity or disease of 
which they were to die, the struggles they would have to sustain, the 
weakness to which sickness would reduce them, the tortures which they 
would have to go through; and, with a transport of love truly mater- 
nal, she offered beforehand her own death, in union with that of her 
Son on Calvary, for the salvation of the dying. 

We need not be astonished, then, that Mary should have received 
the power of assisting us at the hour of our death, by protecting us 





from the snares of the devil and by obtaining for us the grace of a_ 


sincere repentance for our faults and an entire abandonment to the 
mercy of God, by establishing between our souls and Jesus Christ a 
canal of communication which, starting from His Sacred Heart, will 
bring to us torrents, broad rivers of mercy and of pardon. 
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Mary’s Protection at Death Completes Her Office of Mediatrix 


Besides, did not the same thing happen in the very sanctuary of 
the Holy Family of Nazareth? The last hour had struck for the head 
of this model family, for him whom God had chosen to be the guard- 
ian of the Savior and of His Mother. Oh, what a consoling spectacle 
the last moments of Joseph present us! Jesus Himself, his reputed 
Son, pours into the heart of the holy Patriarch treasures of peace and 
of consolation. But to whom does St. Joseph owe so exceptional a 
favor as to be assisted at Iris death by the Son of God Himself? Is 
it not to Mary, who thus perfects and completes in relation to her 
faithful spouse, her office of mediatrix; and that precisely on account 
of the sacrifice of her immortality which she had made to God? It 
was to her that Joseph owed his title of father of Jesus, and his privi- 
lege of loving Him (according to the saying of Leo XIII) with a pater- 
nal love as well as being loved by Him with a filial love. It is through 
her, furthermore, that he is to receive from his reputed Son the su- 
preme graces which will assure him of the first place amongst the 
seraphim in heaven. And if, later on, he is himself saluted with the 
title “Protector of the Dying,” that will be because his death has 
been the most desirable of all deaths, because he has had the signal 
honor of being assisted at this last moment by Jesus; and this grace 
has been procured for him by Mary, his chaste spouse. 

A few years later we see the Virgin Mother standing on Calvary 
at the foot of her Son’s Cross. On each side of Jesus a condemned 
criminal is suspended from a cross. Both are about to pay with their 
lives the penalty of a long career of robberies and of crimes. Alas! 
the bodily powers of which they still have the free use are employed 
to fill up the measure of their iniquity; they utter blasphemies against 
the innocent Victim who is agonizing in their midst. But suddenly 
a complete change takes place in the heart of one of them; penitently 
he addresses himself to Jesus: Lord, remember me when Thou shalt 
come into Thy Kingdom. And Jesus does not delay to pronounce, 
Himself, the decree of pardon: This day thou shalt be with Me in 
Paradise. Whence comes so sudden a change in this hardened sinner? 
Through Mary! The sacred writers proclaim it to us; it is because 
Mary has prayed for him. The intercession of the Mother of God 
opens for him the gates of a blissful eternity. 

How many times, during the course of the centuries, has this mira- 
" cle of grace not been renewed; and always by the prayers of the Im- 
maculate Mother of God! How many hardened sinners, in whom 
scarcely a spark of faith remained alive, have there been, who, (thanks 
to the fervent. prayers sent up to the unspotted Virgin ‘by a beloved 
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son or a tender wife) have felt, on hearing the beloved name of Mary 
pronounced a melting of the heart at the last moment and in a trans- 
port of sublime contrition have addressed to her the humble and fer- 
vent supplication :— 

Be to me, O Virgin nigh, 

Lest in flames I burn and die, 

On this awful judgment day! 


And Mary, who has never been invoked in vain, has renewed for 
them the miracle of the conversion of the good thief on the cross. 
Oh, how precious is the assistance of this holy Mother at the moment 
of death! And how pleasing to God must have been the sacrifice which 
she has made of her immortality when she has obtained the power of 
causing, by her maternal assistance, similar prodigies of repentance 


and of salvation! ‘To be continued 








Association of Our Lady of a Happy Death 


To assure the assistance of Our Blessed Mother at the hour of 
death, a pious league, known as the “Association of Our Lady of a 
Happy Death,” has been formed, with the approval of the Sovereign 
Pontiff. This association aims to aid the just to persevere, sinners to 
be converted, and all to die a happy death. The only requirement for 
membership and to share in the many favors (Holy Masses, etc.) is en- 
rollment by an authorized promoter. There are no fees. The upkeep 
of the work, prints and mailing of leaflets is covered by voluntary of- 
ferings. For information, leaflets, and membership certificates (in 
several languages) write to: 


Reverend Cyril Mitera, O.F.M., Eureka, Missouri, or 
Franciscan Fathers, Pulaski, Wisconsin 





Spiritual Vitamin for September 


Mother of love, of sorrow, and of mercy, pray for us. 
Ind. of 300 days. 





Attractive folders of OUR LADY OF FATIMA, lithographed in 
pleasing colors, explaining the Five First Saturdays and the special 
promises attached; also a Novena prayer. PRICE, $3.50 per 100, or 5¢ 
each. 


Richly colored PICTURES of the IMMACULATE HEART OF 
MARY, holy card size. No print on reverse. Price, $3.50 per 100, or 
‘B¢ each. 


Order from: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo. 
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“Woe to the Man by Whom Scandal 


Comes” (Matt, xviii, 7). 
sPie 


E, the many, are one body in Christ” (Rom. xii. 5). The 
doctrine of the Mystical Body is one of the most beau- 
tiful and consoling of the many truths of our holy 
Faith. Writers on this subject often emphasize the ef- 
fects of an act of charity or of any good work on 
other members of the Mystical Body, who mutually 
share in it to a greater or lesser degree. Not so fre- 
quently, however, is stress laid on the solidarity and 
responsibility of each of the members in the case of 
sin. Yet no fault of a member is without its effects on other members 
of the Mystical Body. No fault dies completely with the one who 
commits it. It shares to some extent the immortality and universality 
of the sin of Adam and Eve. Years after we are dead, an imprudent 
word or act may still exercise a baneful influence over some soul. A 
terrible thought this is, and one about which we concern ourselves far 
too little. 

“Every human being,” writes a devout person, “is an incalculable 
force, bearing somewhat on the future. To the end of time our daily 
words and acts will bear fruit, whether good or bad. That which we 
have once given is never lost; transmitted to other beings and other 
souls, these words and deeds go on to the farthest generations, work- 
ing for good or evil. For this reason life is a sacred thing, and we 
must not spend it frivolously, but try to understand its value and regu- 
late it in such a way that, when we are no more on earth, the store 
of good in this world may have been increased.” 

It is a wise precaution and a meritorious act of charity to pray 
for the souls we have led astray, or even scandalized by weakness, lev- 
ity or ignorance; it is, indeed, a work of justice to offer up acts of 
mortification, for the expiation of faults of which we have been the 
primary cause. 

The Abbe Postel, in his book on “Divine Wonders,” relates the 
following fact. A painter, highly esteemed for his talents and the 
exemplary life he led, died. After a few days he appeared to a reli- 
gious and, showing him how he suffered in the fire of purgatory, begged 
him to have pity on him in his insupportable torments. The monk in- 
quired how he came to be thus punished, having had the reputation 
of leading such a virtuous life. He replied: “In the presence of the 
Supreme Judge several persons gave testimony against me that they 
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were led astray by an immodest picture of mine and for their failings 
were condemned to purgatory. Others, alas! were groaning in the 
eternal fires of hell and cried out that for having scandalized them, 
I deserved the same punishment. This painting was one of my early 
works, atoned for by penance; I thus escaped damnation, but I must 
suffer the torments of purgatory until the painting is burned; there- 
fore I implore you to have this accursed canvas destroyed.” 


Let us reflect seriously on the punishment which awaits us in the 
life to come by reason of the scandal we have given. And who knows? 
God, who is Justice itself, will perhaps accept the prayers and sacri- 
fices we offer in payment of the debt contracted towards the souls of 
those we have scandalized who are now suffering in the avenging fires 
of purgatory. -These prayers and sacrifices will count for them and 
help to diminish their sufferings. 


The thought of the disastrous consequences of personal faults is 
one of the most disquieting which preoccupies just souls, but it is one 
of the most fruitful towards the amendment of life and for the atone- 
ment of past sins. It moderates passions, curbs vices and restrains 
hearts which are not entirely corrupted by evil, keeping souls from 
additional sins. 

On the contrary, the thought of joint responsibility brings forth 
noble self-denial, heroic acts of virtue, and enriches the whole human 
race with gifts and treasures worth far more than all material riches. 
The thought of terrible and sometimes irreparable consequences of 
an act has a restraining influence on Christians who are careful of their 
own salvation, of that of their children, and of all those whom they 
know and love. They do not wish to incur the grave responsibility 
of the sins of others before the tribunal of God. Like the religious in 
cloisters or on mission fields and in hospitals, or like the saintly peni- 
tents — Augustine, Magdalen, John Gualbert, and countless others — 
they atone for their own faults and for the faults of which they know 
relatives and friends to be guilty, especially those which may have 
thrown a certain measure of responsibility on themselves. They pray 
and make sacrifices to pay off debts contracted towards God and man, 
in order to shorten the purgatory of those who have sinned by scandal. 
Finally, if these Christian souls are stricken down themselves, chas- 
tised either in their persons or property for the fault of someone they 
love, they humble themselves and offer a holocaust of their health, 
poverty, misfortune, of their whole life, which, united to the sufferings 
of the Son of God, softens the anger of heaven and obtains pardon for 
the guilty. ; 

We ought, each and every one of us, to be mindful of the account 
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we must give of our words and deeds, and begin at once to imitate these 
wise ones by expiating in so far as we can any scandal we have given, 
ever keeping before us the dreadful warning of our Savior, “Whoever 
causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it were better 
for him to have a great millstone hung around his neck, and to be 
drowned in the depths of the sea!.. And if thy hand or thy foot is 
an occasion of sin to thee, cut it off and cast it from thee! It is better 
for thee to enter life maimed or lame, than having two hands or two 
feet to be cast into everlasting fire” (Matt. xviii. 6-8). 





The Chance of a Lifetime 


Continued 


HE months sped swiftly away, and Jeanne’s year of Novi- 
tiate was drawing to a close. Only six more weeks re- 
mained, in fact, and she and her five companions, all of 
whom had been accepted by the community for pro- 

fession, were now looking forward to pronouncing their first temporary 
vows. The date had been set for September 8th — the Birthday of 
the Blessed Virgin — forming for Jeanne another link in the chain of 
Marian feasts that seemed to mark all the important -events of her 
life. In eager anticipation she wondered what name would be given 
her at her profession. She resolved to express no preferences, but to 
leave it entirely to her Superiors, accepting their decision as the ex- 
pression of God’s holy will. Nevertheless, she secretly hoped that it 
might be a title of the Blessed Virgin Mary or in some way associated 
with her. One of the Sisters in the Novitiate, given to bantering, tried 
to convince her that it would certainly be Methuselah, since the Mother 
Prioress had great devotion to the saints of the Old Testament; but 
Jeanne was not too much worried on that score. 

In writing to her parents to invite them to attend the ceremonies 
and to share her great joy in consecrating her life to God, Jeanne 
said: “The more I learn of the Holy Rule and the Vows of religion, 
the more I realize how good God has been to favor me with a religious 
vocation, and the more anxious I am to make holy profession. It’s 
just too bad young folks are not taught more about this at school. 
I suppose people are afraid they would all want to become priests 
and religious! But anyway I am sure if they did know more about 
it there would be many more religious vocations. For after all, 
a vocation to the religious life or the priesthood is not God’s doing 
exclusively, but calls for initiative and co-operation on the part of 
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souls. The old mistaken idea that God gives some extraordinary sign 
when He wishes a soul to consecrate itself to Him by the religious 
vows keeps so many from following their vocation. In waiting for 
such a sign, they waste precious months and even years, and end up 
by giving up all thought of entering the religious life, though Our 
Lord had singled them out, in the goodness of His Heart, for the 
life of perfection. And so they not only disappoint our Divine Lord, 
but even run the risk of losing their souls; because when God’s loving 
Providence marks out a certain path in life for a soul, it is by walking 
along that particular path that the soul will receive the rich abundance 
of graces which will lead it to sanctity. The marks of a religious 
vocation are so clear and simple that I wish I could post them along 
the highways for everyone to read. You won’t mind if I quote them 
here from my notes, will you? — for the benefit of my younger 
brothers and sisters and others who may read this letter? 

“Everyone may rest assured that he has a true vocation — 
(1) if he volunteers for the religious life from a supernatural motive, 
such as the desire to escape the dangers of the world and thus more 
easily save his soul; the desire to acquire Our Lord’s love more fully 
and to imitate Him more perfectly; the intention to labor for God’s 
glory and the salvation of souls, etc. (2) If he has sufficient health 
and talents to carry out the work that would be entrusted to him in 
the Order or Congregation he desires to enter. (3) If no person 
whom he is bound to support is dependent on him. (4) If he is ac- 
cepted by the Superiors of the Order.’ Of course it goes without say- 
ing that one should consult one’s confessor and also one’s parents or 
guardians and pray much for light and grace. 

“By the way, I promised to tell you some of the things I have 
learned about the merit of the religious life and the holy vows, so 
while I’m on the subject I'll give you some more excerpts from my 
notes. I hope you will find them interesting, and perhaps they will 
help you too to realize better what a wonderful vocation God has 
given to your fond daughter Jeanne, whom you are giving back to 
Him with so much generosity. 

“In one of His parables, Our Lord compares the kingdom of 
heaven to a pear! of great price, to gain which is worth every sacrifice. 
We may well apply the same comparison to the religious life, which is 
truly a pearl of inestimable beauty and value; a treasure which is 
worth the sacrificing of all earthly things. The religious life is indeed 
a treasure, whose brightness is dimmed and even hidden to the eyes 
of worldlings by the dust of earthly pledsures, riches, and honors. It 
is only when we brush aside the dust raised by the things of this earth 
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and allow our clear vision of faith to rest upon the religious state that 
we perceive it in all its splendor, its purity, and its loveliness. 
“The religious life is a fixed state in which by the holy vows the 
soul imposes on herself the happy necessity of serving God, according 
to a fixed Rule in an Order approved by the Church. It is a state in 
which those obstacles are removed which prevent the soul from ascend- 
ing to the perfect love of God, and in which those means are furnished 
which of their nature lead the soul to perfect union with its Creator. 
The religious life demands not an ordinary service of God, but a higher 
and more perfect one. Hence it is regarded as the state of perfection; 
for if a person dedicates his whole life to serve God in works of per- 
fection, he absolutely embraces the condition or state of perfection. 


, + But as some people perform the works of perfection without any vow, 
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and others fail to accomplish the works of perfection to which they 
have vowed their lives, it is perfectly possible for persons to be perfect 


: without being in the state of perfection or to be in a state of per- 
fection without being perfect. 


“It is not said that all who enter the religious life ARE perfect. 
It is not the same thing to be in a state of perfection and to be actually 
perfect. Yet the religious state is, of its very nature, calculated to 
‘lead the soul to perfect holiness, and of its very nature it permanently 
establishes a soul on the road to perfection. 


“The chief obstacles which impede the union of the soul with 
God are, according to St. John, the beloved disciple: the concupiscence 
of the eyes, the concupiscence of the flesh and the pride of life. By 
these we are to understand sinful pleasures, earthly riches, and worldly 
honors. These are the three chief objects which allure the soul away 
from the service of God and plunge it into sin. The more effectually 
we remove ourselves from those objects, or remove those objects from 
our path towards heaven, the easier will be our progress toward the 
eternal enjoyment of God. 

“If to the lust of wealth we oppose love of poverty; to the desire 
of pleasure, the practice of. angelic purity; and to earthly ambition 
and self-will the exercise of lowly obedience, then our souls will be 
freed from the impediments which hinder our onward march in the 
path of God’s commandments. And if we raise the life of poverty, 
chastity and obedience to a state, that is, to a permanent, unchangeable 
mode of life, by means of vows, then our souls are truly emancipated, 
and we enjoy the liberty of the children of God. 


“But the réligious state not only removes the obstacles which 
prevent the union of the soul with God; it also furnishes efficacious 
means of practicing every virtue, and growing daily in the love of the 
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Creator. The constant dwelling within the very walls which enclose 
our Eucharistic Lord; the daily assistance at the holy Sacrifice of the 
Mass under the most favorable circumstances; the daily reception of 
Holy Communién, and the weekly reception of the Sacrament of 
Penance; the frequent meditation on the truths of God; the hours daily 
set aside for prayer; the daily recitation of the Rosary; the frequent 
reading of books of piety; the good example of pious companions; the 
guidance of prudent superiors — all these effectively contribute to 
sanctify a soul which has already placed itself beyond the line of 
earthly riches, pleasures, and honors, by the three holy vows of poverty, 
chastity, and obedience. 

“There is another reason why the religious life may be termed the 
state of perfection — because it is the true imitation of the life of 
Jesus Christ, the Divine Model set before mankind. The earthly life 
of the Son of God was eminently one of unexampled peverty, of Divine 
purity, and of obedience unto death; so the life of those who wish to 
imitate Him more closely must be one of poverty, chastity, and obedi- 
ence; a life of unceasing prayer like that of Christ’s. 


“To enter the religious life with sincerity of soul is an act of 


suprenie love for God. Only in heaven will religious grasp the mag- 


nificence of the act which by God’s grace they have accomplished. 
The giving of one’s life has a wider meaning than that of offering one- 


self to die. Life means the power of acting, and we give our life in © 


the fullest sense when we give perpetually our power of acting, when 


we give our activity, our acts, to the service of God, and are ready, , 


if need be, to die in His service. To enter religion is to give one’s 
whole life to God. Hence it is a supreme act of love. It is such a 
perfect act of love that, according to the opinion of eminent theologians, 
when it is completed at profession it so purifies the soul that no debt 
of punishment remains. In other words, it is like a second baptism.’ 

“There is so much more to be said, but I fear I have preached 
quite enough for today, and I can almost hear Daddy yawn’ before he 
gets to-the end of the second page. So another time, if you are in- 
terested, I will continue my ‘sermon,’ and in the meantime I hope to 
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see you and to have a lovely visit with you. Our retreat commences . 


on the 31st of August, and I hope you will pray very fervently for me 
during the eight days following, so that I may complete the preparation 
for my spiritual nuptials with the “fairest of the sons of men,” and 
that my wedding garment may be richly embroidered with pearls and 
diamonds of virtue. Special love to Dicky-boy, and be sure to bring 


him with you when you come...” 
To be continued 
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Little Lovers’ League 


. S WE have told you before, every feast of the Church has 
some message for us. This month we celebrate three 
beautiful feasts of our Blessed Mother, and each of 
them is very important. First there is the feast of the 
Birthday of the Blessed Virgin, which comes September 
8th. This is a feast of joy and thanksgiving, for it recalls the coming 
into the world of her who was to become the Mother of God. Birthdays 
of the saints are not usually celebrated because every baby when born 
into this world has the stain of original sin on its soul, which makes 
it an enemy to God until this stain is removed by the sacrament of bap- 
tism. The Church for this reason does not celebrate the birthday of 
the saints, but the day of their death, on which, in the state of sanc- 
tity and friendship with God, they entered into eternal happiness. But 
the birthday of our Blessed Mother is kept because the stain of original 
sin never defiled her soul, God having preserved her from it through 
her Immaculate Conception so that she might become His Mother. 





The birthday of our Blessed Mother was therefore a cause of 
happiness to all creation. It was a joy to the angels, since she was to 
be their Queen — a joy to the suffering souls, for she would become 
their liberator — and a joy for the entire human race, because she was 
to be its mother. So the message of this feast is a message of joy 
and gratitude to God for our Heavenly Mother. Make it a feast of 
joy to her by offering Holy Mass and Holy Communion in her honor. 

The second feast of our Blessed Mother is that of her holy Name, 
September 12th. After the Name of Jesus, there is no name that is 
sweeter; no name more powerful; no name that is more holy than 
that of Mary. The name of Mary is said to mean “Star of the Sea,” 
a title which beautifully fits our Blessed Mother. Our Blessed Mother 
is like a glorious star which gives light to our minds, warms our hearts 
with love for God, communicates zeal to foster virtues and root out 
vices and faults. She points out the way to Jesus and to heaven. She 
guides us there. She obtains grace for us to overcome the pitfalls 
which lie on the road to heaven. Yes, Mary is like a radiant star shin- 
ing over the sea of life, a star glittering with merits, bright with ex- 
amples of virtue for us to imitate. Let us give her joy by calling 
on her in our temptations. Let us give her joy by prayerfully repeat- 
ing her beautiful name, MARY. Let us praise her, saying: “Blessed 
be the name of Mary, Virgin and Mother!” 
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Mary is the dearest name of all, Mary, the name that Gabriel spoke, 
The holiest and the best; The name that conquers hell; 

The first low word that Jesus lisped Mary, the name that all through heaven 
Laid on His Mother's breast. The Angels love so well. 


Mary, our comfort and our hope — 
Oh, may that word be given 
To be the last we sigh on earth, 
The first we breathe in heaven! 
(Adelaide Proctor) 


The third feast of our Blessed Mother is that of her Seven Sorrows 
on September 15th. This is a feast of compassion and sorrowful love 
for our Mother, Mary. The Seven Sorrows of our Blessed Mother are: 
1. Simeon’s prophecy when Mary presented her Infant Son in the 
Temple, foretelling the sufferings and death of Jesus: “A sword of 
grief shall pierce thy soul.” 2. The flight into Egypt to escape 
Herod, who sought to kill the Infant Jesus. 3. Jesus is lost in Jerusa- 
lem, and Mary, grief-stricken, searches for Him for three days. 4. Our 
Sorrowful Mother meets Jesus as He carries the Cross to Calvary. 
5. Mary sees Jesus crucified and sees Him die after three hours’ agony. 
6. Jesus is taken down from the Cross and placed in the arms of His 
Mother. 7. Mary sees the Body of Jesus, her beloved Son, laid in 
the tomb. On the feast of Our Sorrowful Mother, compassionate Mary 
in her sorrows by reciting seven Hail Mary’s in memory of her Seven 
Sorrows. 

The month of September is devoted also to the honor of the holy 
Guardian Angels. You are aware that at your side one of God’s beau- 
tiful Angels ever hovers to keep you from harm both in soul and body. 
~ He is your best friend and protector and you ought to think of him 
and invoke his aid many times a day. You probably know the little 
verse which is recommended by the Church to be said in his honor: 
Angel of God, my Guardian dear, to whom God's love commits me 
here: Ever this day be at my side, to light and guard, to rule and guide. 


o_o 


St. Giles, the Boy Who Loved God and Taught 
Others to Love Him 


D URING the past few months you have learned about many dif- 
ferent saints, who are your heavenly friends. This month we 
will add another name to the list, that of Saint Giles. Saint Giles was 
born in far-away Athens. His father and mother were very wealthy, 
but they did not allow money to spoil Giles. He was sent to school and 
was taught all about the good God. When but a very young boy he 
had learned the entire Catechism by heart. Particularly did he love 
and repeat, over and over again, the answer to that little question 
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all of you know by heart: ‘‘Why did-God make you?” ‘God made me 
to know Him, to love Him, and to serve Him in this world, and to be 
happy with Him forever in heaven.” 

As Giles grew up he realized that all the other poor little boys 





St. Giles Saves a Pet Deer from the Hunters 


and girls were made by God, too, but there was no one to teach many 
of them such beautiful things. So Giles went around to all the homes 
and taught the children there, as well as their older’ brothers and 
sisters, and even their mothers and fathers, about loving God. To 
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those who were very poor he gave all the money he had as his own. 

Now, Our Lord loved Giles so much that He worked many miracles 
through him. This made Giles famous and people came to him and - 
praised and petted him, until finally Giles’ Guardian Angel whispered 
this. little question into his soul: ‘‘What doth it profit a man if he 
gain the whole world and suffer the loss of his own soul?’’ That thought 
made Giles very sad, because he really loved God best of all and all 
those people were as nothing to him when he thought of the joy of 
possessing God for all eternity. Can. you guess what Giles did? He 
left his relatives and friends and went to France to live in a forest, 
all by himself. There he prayed and fasted and lived by eating roots 
and wild berries. He also obtained some milk from a deer. 

One day, while the king of France was-hunting with his courtiers, 
they spied this deer and chased it. It fled to Giles’ cave, and Giles 
tried to save it from the hunters’ arrows by holding out his hand. 
The hunters did not know Giles was there and the arrows they shot 
pierced the hand of Giles. When the king learned this, he was very 
sorry. He was so pleased with Giles’ piety and learning that he built 
a monastery at this place. Here Giles trained and taught a large 
group of men who desired like himself to spend the rest of their lives 
loving and serving God. He gave them the Rule of St. Benedict to 
follow and the monastery became a center of holiness and good works. 

Giles worked many miracles, and yet, regardless of his fame and ~ 
popularity, he still remained the same humble, devout soul, thinking 
himself unworthy of all the benefits that God had heaped upon him. 
Because of his powerful intercession when his aid was sought, he was 
ranked among the “Fourteen Holy Helpers,’’ who are saints invoked 
for special needs. Today he is loved and honored by many in the 
world, although his death took place in the year 721. The Church, 
keeps the feast of St. Giles on September Ist. 


Practice. A special practice has been given for the beautiful feasts 
of Our Lady and-in honor of your Guardian Angel. 


Aspiration: Blessed be the Name of Mary, Virgin and Mother! 





Crusaders of Mary Immaculate for 
Christian Modesty 
—— 


HE Crusaders of Mary Immaculate is an organization ini- 
tiated on December 8, 1944, with Episcopal approval in 
response to the pleas of Our Lady- of Fatima for Christian 
modesty. Its members pledge themselves to observe mod- 

esty in dress and behavior, to make reparation for sins against the 
virtue of holy purity, and to be zealous in spreading the crusade. 
The purpose of the crusade is to awaken the individual and the 
social conscience to morality; to hold aloft Mary Immaculate as the 
perfect model of modesty,and chastity; to help gather all lovers of 
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chastity into a united front with a positive program for Christian 
modesty, and thus to hasten the universal acceptance of the perfect 
. model of this virtue: the pure and chaste Queen of the Universe. 

The crusader begins with self, since only after he himself has 
learned to practice the angelic virtue of purity in his life can he hope 
to extend his influence effectively to others. The crusade aims at fos- 
tering modesty in other individuals, in homes, and in social life; to 
promote their genuine consecration to the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
as requested by her at Fatima. Therefore the crusade covers all phases 
and circumstances of human existence. It includes decency of dress 
everywhere, but especially in church; Christian ideals of courtship; 
chaste wedlock; clean literature; decent movies and theatricals; modest 
radio programs; morally sound government and laws. 


Weapons of Warfare 


The weapons of warfare to be used by crusaders are those re- 
quested by Our Lady of Fatima: PRAYER, with very special emphasis 
on the Rosary and the First Saturdays; PENANCE, at least by the 
faithful performance of the duties of one’s state of life; REPARATION, 
which includes a resolve to “offend God no more’; ZEAL, which im- 
plies some form of religious activity. 

There are three degrees of membership, in all of which the mem- 
bers or groups offer their prayers, spiritual works and activities to the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus through the Immaculate Heart of Mary to make 
reparation for sins against modesty and to petition for the restoration 
of modesty in individuals, in families, and in human society. 

Every Catholic is urged to be a Crusader of Mary Immaculate, 
in order that by the spiritual mobilization of all good members of the 
-Mystical Body of Christ, the demon of impurity may be dethroned, and 
the sovereignty of the Queen of Chastity may be recognized throughout 
the world. Full information about this Crusade may be obtained by 
writing to:— Rev. Bernard. Kunkel, Crusaders of Mary Immaculate, 
Bartelso, Illinois, 





In your charity, do not forget the 


War-Sufferers of Europe 


whose urgent need for 
food, clothing, medicine, and other necessities, 
still offers a challenge to the self-sacrificing charity of © 
our American Catholics. 


—_e— 
It is Christ who is suffering — Won’t you stay at His side? 
It is Christ who is hungry — Won't you give Him to eat? 
It is Christ who is naked — Won't you help clothe Him? 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 














Booklets Children Will Love 
BOY sHEROES 


This appealing booklet gives the outstanding events 
in the lives of Tonio Martinez of Santander, Spain 
(died 1929), —- and of Andrew de Thaye of Charleroi, 
Belgium (died 1926), — two BOY HEROES of our 
own day. 10¢ each. 


RAMBLING ROSES [oon 


A booklet which holds the interest of a child, even ROSES 
while it teaches lessons of self-control and virtue, which 
are so necessary for children to learn. Contains sketches 
of the lives of three saintly girls of modern times. 10¢ 
each. 





These booklets are written for children from the 
ages of eight years upward; the presentation, how- 
ever, is such as to make them interesting for adults also. Teaching Sisters 
and mothers will welcome them and find in them many helps for the train- 


Golden Cinks 


An ideal, vest-pocket size prayer book, suitable for all classes of Catho- 
lics, young or old. Besides the usual Church devotions, this prayer book 
contains morning and evening prayers; short indulgenced prayers; two 
Mass devotions; two devotions for confession and Holy Communion; eleven 
litanies and many prayers for the various seasons and feasts of the year. 
Black or white, imitation leather, gilt edge, 80¢; or skiver leather, $1.00. 


LATIN for Sisters 


NEAT, practical book, compiled especially for the use of Sister- 
hoods who recite the Divine Office. The study of Latin is 
presented in a simple, easily understandable manner. The 
book has been highly appreciated by religious, as well as by 
lay persons eager to acquire a knowledge of the language of 

Holy Church. 

Books are bound in durable buckeye paper, and printed in large type 
on excellent quality paper. 171 pages, including a helpful vocabulary. Price, 
50¢, plus postage. 


Order from: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 











ether 


fe , Al Book that Has Helped 
reasures its many readers. It will help you, too, to 


of the a better understanding of the Mass. The 
explanation it gives is thorough, yet very 
simple and clear. Excellent for religious in- 
struction in the classroom, for study club 
work, for converts. 128 pages, with many 
liturgical illustrations. Paper binding, 35¢ 


An excellent STUDY CLUB OUTLINE based 
on “The Treasures of the Mass,’’ which will prove 
most helpful both for group discussion or for in- 
dividual study, may be had at 5¢ each, or 3 for 
10¢. 
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Miraculous Crucifix of Limpias, Spain 


An artistic 16-page brochure containing four views of the Limpias Cru- 
cifix, touching reflections on the Passion and prayers. Printed on fine art 
paper, size 44% x 7% inches. Price, 20¢ each. 


Soe 


’Neath St. Michael’s Shield — st. Michael is the victorious leader 
of the heavenly hosts, and the unfailing champion of souls on earth. Few 
Catholics realize the goodness and power of this Archangel, and his readiness 
to aid in all necessities. This 64-page booklet explains the glory of St. Mi- 
chael, his power in heaven and on earth. It ‘contains the proper parts of the 
Mass of his feast (Sept. 29), and other selected prayers. 10¢ each. 


Our Heavenly Companions — Read this booklet for an apprecia- 
tion of the inestimable treasure you possess in your GUARDIAN ANGEL. Es- 
pecially in these troubled times should this devotion be fostered. A wealth 
of information, with proper of the Mass of the Guardian Angels, and many 
other prayers. 10¢ each. 

fo ——3 fo ——) 

Mary’s Seven Sorrows — A touching 
meditation on each of Mary’s Seven Dolors (Feast, 
Sept. 15). Each dolor is illustrated. Proper parts 
of the Mass, novena and prayers included. 10¢ 


each, 


Devotion to the Mother of Sorrows — 
Honor the sorrows of thy Mother! This book- + 
let will help you foster a tender devotion to Our Sorrowful Mother. Many 


prayers. 10¢ each. 


Order from: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo. 
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